1

From the Pastor
“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in
the Lord is not in vain” (1 Cor. 15:58 – NIV).
Back in the 1930’s Joseph Stalin issued an order that
Bibles in the towns and villages throughout Russia were to
be confiscated. Years later, after the fall of communism,
the agency Co-Mission sent a team to a town in Russia
called Stavropol.
One of major hurdles they immediately faced was
getting enough Bibles shipped from Moscow. While
trying to figure out what to do, one of the locals working
with the team mentioned there was a warehouse
PASTOR ART HUNT
outside of town where Bibles had been hidden since
the days of Stalin. So the team borrowed a truck,
recruited a couple of workers, and went to find and unload the Bibles.
One of the workers they hired, was hostile to the Christian faith, a college skeptic who was
there only to earn some extra money. After working for a little while, the man slipped off by
himself. When they found him later, he was sitting in a corner, weeping while holding a copy
of the Scriptures.
The reason? The skeptic had picked up a Bible, and when he opened it he saw that it had
been signed by his own grandmother, who while suffering persecution for her faith in Christ
had long prayed for his salvation!”
Brothers and sisters in Christ, faithful service for Jesus whether offered through the giving of our
time, talent, or treasures – even our name inscribed in the front of a Bible – is never in vain!
For you always reap what you sow, more than you sow, albeit often later than you sow.

- Pastor Art Hunt

About Pastor Art Hunt
Dr. Arthur Hunt is part of the pastoral staff at Cornerstone EPC, assisting in worship, teaching on a
regular basis, as well as overseeing Primetimers (the seniors’ ministry at Cornerstone). He also serves
as Head of School at Cornerstone Christian School.
Dr. Hunt received a Bachelor of Theology degree from William Tyndale College, a Master of Divinity
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and a Doctor of Ministry from Covenant Theological Seminary.
He and his wife Linda have three adult children and nine grandchildren.
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Church Life
Anniversaries
We believe marriage is a commitment made before God and proudly celebrate our
Church families’ anniversaries!
Congratulations to:
Rodger & Laurie Evans, celebrating 30 years of marriage!
Rich & Pat Rogge, celebrating 45 years of marriage!
Jerry & Chris Rans, celebrating 45 years of marriage!
Rich & Bonny Linder, celebrating 45 years of marriage!
Jim & Sally Foote, celebrating 60 years of marriage!
Bill & Peggy Hassel, celebrating 60 years of marriage!
Edward & Irene Cassar, celebrating 70 years of marriage!

New Baby
Congratulations to Sarah and Mike Trowbridge on the arrival of their new baby- Katelyn,
born on 6/27/18 weighing 8 lbs. 10 oz. Her siblings are brother, Emmett, and sister, Grace.

Thank You
Glenn Neuenschwander and family would like to thank you for all the cards, calls, and visits
while Glenn’s beloved wife, Sandy was coping with her ailments the past few months. She
often spoke of how much she loved her church family.

Numbers at a Glance
April

May

June

Average Weekly Attendance:

1,324

1,201

1,118

Average Weekly Offerings:

$69,055

$66,721

$62,089

Year to Date Giving Actual:

$3,077,078

$3,343,961

$3,592,317

Year to Date Giving Target

$3,083,334

$3,391,667

$3,700,000

Weekly Giving Target: $74,038
Year to Date Spending Actual: $3,179,684

$3,454,662

Weekly Spending Needs: $71,154
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$3,825,256

Care

Bridges Out of Poverty
Saturday, October 13, 8:30am-4:00pm
Join us as we seek to learn more about the very complex issues of poverty. Bridges Out of
Poverty training is a comprehensive approach to understanding the dynamics that cause
and maintain poverty from the individual to the systemic level. This training will provide
concrete tools and strategies for a community to prevent, reduce, and alleviate poverty.
Presented by: Terie Dreussi-Smith
An author/consultant with aha! Process since 1997, she is experienced in bringing diverse
audiences to new understandings and paradigms with practical knowledge, humor, and
sincerity. Terie has years of experience working with youth and adults in poverty.
For more information about this event, contact Karen Leaf at kleaf@cstoneepc.com or
810-494-4013.

Love INC
Love INC of the Greater Livingston Area is hiring!


Development Coordinator/Community Liaison. Responsibilities include managing Love
INC fundraising events and networking with partner churches.



Childcare Position. Must be 18 years of age or older; experience and references are
preferred. Every Tuesday evening, beginning July 10, 2018 5:30 PM – 7:30PM at The Well
Church, 2376 Genoa Business Park Dr. Brighton. Pay is $12.50 per hour.

For more information or to submit your resume email director@livingstonloveinc.org.

Right to Life Volunteers Needed
Local Right to Life Livingston County needs your help at their booths during Brighton Fine
Arts & Acoustic Music Festival (August 3-5) and Howell Melon Festival (August 17-19). If you
are able to help at either of these events please contact: 810-227-5788.
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Serving
Joy Team
Cornerstone is building a team of individuals that are
willing and ready to welcome, care, and love the
community at Cornerstone! Each week God gives us gifts
of individuals who walk through the doors at
Cornerstone; some who are searching, some who are
hurting, and some who are rejoicing! No matter who
arrives at our doors, they all need a place to belong, to
be acknowledged, and to be loved!

Contact Sally Jo Friday at sjfriday@cstoneepc.com to say
YES to God’s call of welcoming, caring and loving

Did you know…
Volunteers perform many behind-the-scenes functions at
Cornerstone over the summer including:


Recording Worship attendance from pew pads



Restocking of all pews



Mowing our lawn



Repairing and maintaining our sprinkler system



Planting perennials



Weeding the flower beds



Serving with Military Avenue VBS



Serving at Vacation Bible School



Remodeling the hallway & nurseries



Performing small repairs around the building



Painting our rooms as needed



Recently an area Men’s Bible Study washed all of our
external windows

Thank you for your service to our church!
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“...so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”
-Romans 12:5

Will you help one Sunday or one Wednesday a month for
30 minutes? Open doors, greet, serve coffee, prayer
walks, usher, walk and talk, or welcome and give
information.

Aiming to Serve
Aiming to Serve Event
Where might God ask you to serve this coming year?
Between services in the Celebration Center on Sunday, August 19, ministries from
Cornerstone and the community will have tables with information and representatives
available to help you find the perfect place to get connected and use the gifts the Lord
has given you to serve others. A booklet of service opportunities will be handed out on
August 12.
If you would like to sign-up to Serve Through MyCC, follow these steps:
Go to cornerstoneforlife.com and click my “MyCC”
Begin by clicking Serve on the left menu bar
1. Then click the Positions tab
2. This will bring you to a list of positions
3. Use the Filter By menu to look for different types of positions in the system. If you would
like to filter positions based on your personality, giftings and passions, use the Filter By My Fit.
To add your personality type, giftings and passions, click the My Personal Fit button on the
right to edit your settings.
4. Ready to serve? Use actions items on the right:
- You can apply or volunteer for the position, select the position details, or email the
position leader.
- There are two types of positions, those open to anyone and those that require
approval.
- Click the link to either fill the position immediately or send an email to the position
leader to let them know that you are interested.

Volunteer Training Night
Most of the service opportunities will have an orientation on Wednesday, August 29 with
dinner at 5:30pm and training at 7:00pm in the Celebration Center. Select service areas
have alternative training dates. When you sign-up to serve, your ministry leader will be in
touch with you regarding training dates.
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Church Life
Pastor Meet & Greet
August 12, 6:30-7:30pm
New to Cornerstone? We are so excited to have you here! You and your family are invited
to an evening in the Celebration Center with refreshments, and time to personally meet our
Lead Pastor, Chris Winans, along with learning more about our church. No need to RSVP,
we simply hope to see you there!
We are looking for volunteers who love to grill, to cook for our Meet & Greet! Interested in
helping? Contact Sally Jo Friday for more details at sjfriday@cstoneepc.com.

Fall Kick-Off
September 12, 5:00-8:00pm
Join us for our All Church Fall Kick Off outing at Spicer’s Apple Orchard in Hartland! We will
have fun activities for the whole family including a large children’s play area, farm animals,
large inflatables, wagon rides, and the corn maze ($7 per person). We can’t forget the
cider and donuts either. Bring your family and a lawn chair and join us for an event you
won’t want to miss.

Fall Programming Begins
September 19 - Wednesday Nights
Wednesday night classes resume! Join us for dinner at 5:30, followed by programming for
infants, children, students, and adults at 6:45pm.
September 9 - Sunday Mornings
Children will be "promoted" to their next grade level's classroom. If you are unsure of which
classroom your child should attend, please contact Bonny Linder at blinder@cstoneepc.com.
Be sure to join us this morning as Student Ministry kicks off and registration begins!

Worship Team
Looking to join the Cornerstone Choir, Orchestra, Band Teams, Handbells, KidsChoirs, or
Teen Choir this year?! Our rehearsals begin Wednesday, August 29, at 7:00 pm. Dinner and
a short devotional is also part of our evening.
Can’t make the time commitment to be on the worship team? Consider joining us just for
the Holiday season! Contact Rose at rstevens@cstoneepc.com.
Rehearsal CDs for the fall and Christmas will be available for pick-up on August 19 & 26.
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Support Ministries
Stephen Ministers
Are you looking for a way to bring Christ’s love and care to people during their time of
need? God may be calling you to serve as a Stephen Minister!
Cornerstone’s Stephen Ministers are lay people who attend training within our church to
provide one-on-one Christian care to those facing a crisis or life challenge. As the needs of
our congregation grow, we are looking for loving church members to serve in this ministry.
You may have caregiving skills now. We can enhance those skills through our program that
was created by the Stephen Series system. You will become an active partner in the
mission and ministry of the church, while learning and practicing Christian caregiving skills.
The Stephen Ministry system is life-changing for those who give and receive care. Here’s
what one care receiver said about her own experience with this important ministry:
“I reached out to Cornerstone’s Stephen Ministry shortly after I was diagnosed with a debilitating
disease. I was looking for a compassionate individual to help ease my anxiety during this difficult
time. What I received was so much more! Not only did my Stephen Minister listen to my needs and
pray for me, but she also extended her care to other areas of my life that I had long neglected. My
walk with Christ was strengthened, and I gained a lifelong friend.”

Interested in cultivating your spiritual gifts as a Stephen Minister? Please contact Karen Leaf
in Caring Ministries at 810-494-4013 or email kleaf@cstoneepc.com.
An interview will be scheduled to discuss the process and training will be provided at
Cornerstone. Training will begin in late September.

DivorceCare
Beginning September 10
DivorceCare is a 13-week support group for individuals who are experiencing the grief of
divorce or separation. We meet on Tuesday nights at 7:00-9:00 pm in the Chapel. Each
week includes a video seminar, group discussion, and a personal workbook.
See cornerstoneforlife.com/divorcecare for more details.

GriefShare
Beginning September 18
GriefShare is a 13-week support group for individuals who have lost a loved one. We meet
on Monday nights at 7:00-9:00 pm in the Parlor. Each week includes a video seminar, group
discussion, and a personal workbook.
See cornerstoneforlife.com/griefshare for more details.
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From the Field

SCOTT, DEBBIE AND FAMILY
When the plane touched down on the hot tarmac of Kabul Airport in 2004, Scott and
Debbie began their cross cultural gospel service together. Their son, Nathan, was six months
old. Raised by believing parents in the Reformed tradition (Scott in Redford Township and
South Lyon, and Debbie in Annapolis, Maryland), each came to know the Lord at a young
age. The Lord called them into cross cultural ministry while college students, in part through
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (Scott at Wayne State University, and Debbie at Rochester
Institute of Technology in New York). Scott and Debbie met in seminary at Columbia
International University (South Carolina) in 2000 and were married in 2001.
Scott and Debbie served in Afghanistan until 2008. During that time they learned the Dari
language, made disciples, participated in an underground house church, and started an
educational center that is now run by locals. Along the way God blessed Scott and Debbie
with three more children: Lydia, Elise, and Jacob.
In 2009 the Lord uprooted Scott, Debbie, and their kids from Afghanistan (Central Asia) and
planted them in the Middle East. After gaining basic proficiency in the national language
(essential for daily life) Scott and Debbie embarked on their Persian pilgrimage: learning
and ministering in Persian among Iranian refugees. By God’s grace, Scott, Debbie, and their
team members are able to maintain tourist visas, free to focus on evangelism, discipleship,
and pastoral leadership development among Iranians. In addition to helping baptize over
100 Iranians in recent years, through Scott and Debbie’s ministry the Lord continues to train
up godly, effective Iranian church leaders who in turn are raising up more leaders. Devoted
to teaching and preaching sound doctrine in the power of God’s Spirit, their ministry vision
is: To keep growing in Christlikeness as we evangelize, encourage, and equip Iranian
disciple-makers to the glory of the triune God.
Scott and Debbie will be at Cornerstone on August 5 to share more about their work in the
Middle East. Please join them in Merge on Sunday morning at 10:00, Room 113.
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Mission Trips

Puerto Rico, October 2018
Open to adults only
We are partnering with Praying Pelican Missions on a disaster relief trip to Puerto Rico in
October. The trip will run from Saturday to Friday in mid to late October. The cost will be
$600 plus travel. Passports are NOT required. Team leadership will be provided by Tom
McCarthy. Anyone interested in the trip please email Amy as soon as possible at
arose@cstoneepc.com.

Guatemala, December 27, 2018 – January 6, 2019
Open to all family members ages nine and above
Join us as we partner with Friends of Children Everywhere. We will serve at Casa Bernabe
Orphanage along with other projects off site. The estimated cost of this trip is $1,875 per
person. Team leadership will be provided by John & Margaux Krause and Tom McCarthy.
More details to follow.

Jordan, February 28 – March 9, 2019
Join us as we travel to Jordan with Mark and Mary from EPC World Outreach. We plan to
take a team of 13-15 to partner with Global Hope Network International in reaching out to
refugees, primarily from Syria and Iraq. We will go into the apartments of refugees, provide
food bags and listen to their stories. When asked about the trip, Mark shared the following:
“It is an amazing experience to hear the stories of these people, love on them through
listening, and sometimes offer prayer for them. Through the years, we have been blessed to
see refugees come to know Jesus through this wonderful approach.” The goal is to bring
“help and hope to the hidden and hurting.”
For additional information on all mission trips, contact Amy Rose | arose@cstoneepc.com
Applications are available at the Missions Area in the Celebration Center and online at
cornerstoneforlife.com/mission-trips/
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Students

Wednesday Nights
Over the course of the month of August, Student Ministries will be meeting in various off-site
locations.
August 1st: High School meeting place - Backyard pool party at the Lewis' house, 11113
Doves Meadow Dr, Brighton
August 8th: Middle School meeting place - Howell Nature Center obstacle course/low ropes
($10.50 per child)
August 15th: High School meeting place - Backyard pool party at the Richards' house, 7510
Summer Breeze Trail, Howell
August 22nd: Middle School meeting place - Hubbard backyard fun (swimming, exploring,
games - no fee), 11169 Hyne Rd, Brighton

Cornerstone Christian School
Cornerstone Christian School is pleased to announce the opening of the Cornerstone School
of Fine Arts in September! We will offer lessons in voice, piano, and other instruments to students from CCS and all other schools. Adults are also welcome. As music students of all ages
develop in skill, the CSFA will be able to bless our church through the Worship and Music Ministry. For more information, please contact Rachel Olson at rolson@cstoneepc.com.
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Children
Sizzlin’ Summer Sundays
Sundays in August, 9:45-11:00am
Children, grades 1-4, are invited to join us for breakfast in the Chapel and "Advent in August"
every Sunday in August beginning at 9:45. Hope to see you there!

SpringHill Day Camp
We are still in need of 1-2 host homes to house SpringHill counselors from Sunday evening,
August 5 through Friday morning, August 10. Hosts would need to provided breakfast and
dinner on Monday and Wednesday.
CIT's (Counselors in Training) - Teens interested in shadowing counselors. They will lead a skit
each morning and interact with the kids each day.

Children’s Online Registration for Fall
Beginning August 1
Parents, we are excited to announce that this year's registration will be completed online!
Please look for an email in your inbox the first week of August, which will have a link for you to
update your child's information in MyCC. This will take the place of the yearly paper
registration forms you previously completed. Your child's information will need to be updated
by the end of August. Thank you!

What’s New in Children’s Ministries?
Nursery: We are very excited about our remodeled and updated nursery rooms that will be finished at
the end of the summer! Our nursery children will have more room to play and it will be a great
environment to learn about God, even at their young age! Thank you so much for letting us be part of
your little one's life!

Early Childhood: Our excellent, experienced teachers are returning for next year and look forward to
welcoming new classes. All of the classes will include a craft to reinforce the lesson and take home
sheets for parents to review lesson materials with their children each week. The 3 year olds will be
learning stories throughout the Bible, the 4 year olds will be learning Old Testament stories, and the
Kindergarteners will be learning about heroes of the Old and New Testament.

Elementary: We are making some changes in curriculum and structure to better meet the needs of
our Elementary students. At 8:30 and 11:30, classes will meet as a combined group of 1st through 4th
graders who will be learning about God, what He has done and how to grow in Him. At 10:00, children
will be divided by grade level and will be studying the Bible through grade-appropriate lessons and
activities. The lessons include: Grade 1 - Discovering God’s Greatness: the Lord’s character & qualities.
Grade 2 - Treasuring the Bible: the purpose & power of God’s word. Grade 3 - Serving the King: Jesus
Christ’s life & ministry. Grade 4 - Transforming the World: the church’s mission & message.

Kingdom Seekers: This year in Kingdom Seekers we will study the New Testament, as well as learn
memory verses through engaging games and activities. Each month we will have a theme night with
fun activities, perfect for children to invite a friend to join them. Our volunteers are anxious to build
relationships with the students each week. We hope you'll join us!
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Small Groups

Exciting things are happening this Fall! Pastor Chris & the leadership of Cornerstone have
expressed the importance of moving from being a church with small groups to a church of
small groups. The Christian life isn’t intended to be lived out in isolation, therefore it is our
vision to see every worshiper regularly connected in a healthy small group. We think you’ll
be excited to see and be involved with what is in store for Cornerstone, as we start up to 50
new small groups this fall!
Small groups will be meeting for 10 weeks on various days of the week – some in homes,
some at Cornerstone – and cover a variety of topics and interests.
To see this vision fulfilled, we are challenging people to be willing to host & facilitate small
groups and share in our church’s commitment to connect our community with God, one
another, and the world through the love of Christ. Being a “host” can be as simple as
opening your home, pressing play on a DVD curriculum, and facilitating some discussion, or
meeting at an open room at the church and digging into a book of the Bible together.
There are many possibilities, and we’d like to share more and make sure everyone is
equipped and familiarized with how Cornerstone small groups work.
If you are willing to join in and host and facilitate a small group for just 10 weeks this fall,
please email Elder Bill Garrett at wggarrett@yahoo.com or contact the front office at
810-227-9411 and we will follow up with you with more details and training opportunities.
We are praying that you will join us in this mission to strengthen our church community and
help grow God’s kingdom at Cornerstone and beyond!
In Christ’s love and for His kingdom,
Pastor Scott Larson and the Small Group Task Force:
Matt Grimm, Bill Garrett, Vernon Hoffner
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